
Dear Friends in Christ: 
HEAR the Word of God and 
Share in the Lord's Supper. 
 
For as often as we eat this bread 
and drink the cup, you proclaim 
the Lord's death until he 
comes. (1 Corinthians 11:26 
NRSV) 
 

God gives the word and the sacraments to the 
church and by the power of the Spirit thereby 
creates and sustains the church among us. We listen 
deeply as we hear, read and study God's word.  As 
God's word speaks to us, it comes both as command 
and promise.  We listen to see how the message 
challenges us and encourages us in our lives.  We 
listen for God's call and God's guidance.  And we 
listen to the words of the Lord's Supper to remind 
us that the body of Christ was given for us and the 
blood of Christ was shed for us. 
 
The Lord's Supper stands at the center of our lives 
as Christians.  In that meal, we received Jesus' 
presence into our very 
bodies.  We receive God's 
gifts of forgiveness of sin, 
new life and salvation.  At 
the same time, as a 
community God makes us 
into the body of Christ, one 
with all in every time and 
place who share this holy 
meal.  We become the body 
of Christ for the sake of the world.  That is, we 
participate in God's mission.  Having been 
showered with God's gifts, God sends us forth to 
take that love and compassion out into the world to 
the lonely, the oppressed, the poor, the hungry, the 
imprisoned, the angry, and those suffering in mind, 
body and spirit. 
 
There are many ways we hear God's Word: 

• The public reading of Scripture 

• Preaching 

• Bible study, devotional reading and retreats 

• Sacraments 

• Experiencing the Arts 

• Forgiveness of sin 

• All aspects of a congregation's educational 
ministry 

• Continue the fellowship of the Lord's 
Supper through meal time prayer at the 
dinner table 

In the Service of Holy Baptism the baptismal 
promise that the parents make for infants and young 
children or that an adult makes for oneself is 
phrased in this way, “bring them to the word of God 
and the holy supper”.  This simple promise means 
two important aspects.   

First, one promises to bring them to worship where 
the word is spoken that they may hear the promise 
and praise the one who makes the promise. 

Secondly, as the child in particular grows in years 
this involves nurturing them through Sunday School 
and eventually bring them to instruction that leads 
to them receiving the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion.   

What follows in the 
baptismal promise is the 
charge to “teach them the 
basics of the faith 
including among them the 
Lord’s Prayer, Creed and 
Commandments.  As they 
mature we “place in their 

hands the Holy Scriptures, nurture them in faith and 
prayer” with the end result that they “may learn to 
trust God”.    

Amazingly but not surprising when you flip forward 
to the Service of Affirmation of Baptism or 
Confirmation the adolescent student is asked of 
his/her own free will to do the same. They are asked 
if they intend “to live among God’s faithful people 
and to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s 
Supper.  To this end may the people God including 
you and me say, “I do, and I ask God to help and 
guide me.” 

Pastor Hal   

 



 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
Pastor Hal…...........715-828-1112 
Email……..harkihear@gmail.com 
If you are hospitalized, know 

someone who is, need pastoral assistance, a 
prayer request, home visit, private communion 
or other pastoral service contact Pastor Hal at 
any of the above. 
BAPTISM 
 Madelyn Mae Wittig 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

2020 Lenten Series 

Let All of Me Kneel 
before God’s Holy 
Name 
 
 

Our Lenten series focuses on our bodily 
worship of the Triune God. When we come to 
worship, we are to engage all of our bodies in 
the art and act of worship -- our heads and our 
hands, our knees and our arms, our lips and 
our eyes, our ears and our flesh. The theme 
verse from Psalm 103: “Bless the Lord, O my 
soul, and all that is within me bless his holy 
name.” Thanks and recognition goes to Dr. 
Rolf Jacobson, Professor of Old Testament at 
Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN.  Here is the 
schedule: 

FEB. 26:ASH WEDNESDAY- “FLESH” 
Big Elk Creek- 7:00 p.m. with Holy Communion 
 
MARCH 04: LENT 1- “EARS” 
Barum- 6:00 Soup Supper 7:00 Worship 
 
MARCH 11: LENT II- “MOUTH” 
BEC- 6:00 Soup Supper 7:00 Worship 
 
MARCH 18: LENT III- “HANDS” 
Barum- 6:00 Soup Supper 7:00 Worship 
 
MARCH 25: LENT IV- “KNEES” 
BEC- 6:00 Soup Supper 7:00 Worship 
 
APRIL 01: LENT V- “FEET” 
Barum- 6:00 Soup Supper 7:00 Worship 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
First Sunday in Lent 

March 01, 2020 
Matthew 4: 1-11 

“Like Israel So Too Jesus” 
Second Sunday in Lent 

March 08, 2020 
John 3: 1-17 

“A Night Visitor” 
Third Sunday in Lent 

March 15, 2020 
John 4: 5-42 

“Jesus Met the Woman” 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 22, 2020 
John 9: 1-41 

“Blind but Seeing” 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 29, 2020 
John 11: 1-45 

“Up from the Grave” 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Lent is a time for restoring balance to our 
lives. The Eskimos practice balance as 
they venture into freezing Arctic waters in 
little boats. If you’ve ever paddled a 
kayak, you know how easy they are to tip. 
Thankfully, kayaks are just as easy to turn 
back upright. 
 
That isn’t a bad image for Lent — or for 
life as a whole. Whatever spiritual 
disciplines we adopt, if we succumb to 
temptation, its no biggie. One of the 
lessons of Lent is that, as long as we’re 
traveling light, it takes only a quick twist 

of the paddle to right us. That paddle twist might 
take the form of a quick but heartfelt prayer: 
“Jesus, set me straight again!” Or it might mean 
some extra time set aside for quiet meditation with 
God. Don’t get worried if your spiritual discipline 
fails now and then. Just let Jesus help you get 
upright once more, and keep paddling! 
 
—adapted from Carlos Wilton, in Homiletics 
 




